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Why primary sources? 
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Research library

The Association of Research Libraries (ARL) states that:

A. The members of ARL are research libraries 
distinguished by the breadth and quality of their 
collections and services. …

B. Membership is based on the research nature of the 
library and the parent institution’s aspirations and 
achievements as a research institution.

(Principles of Membership in the ARL)
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Research libraries and 

raw materials

… our biggest failure has been in the 

area that most distinguishes research 

libraries. To a very large extent our statistics 

measure the products of research, not the 

raw materials of research, the primary 

resources which make research, particularly 

in the humanities and the social sciences, 

possible. (David H. Stam, Syracuse University, at an ARL 

meeting, October 22, 1992)
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Research libraries have…

special collections, manuscripts, rare 
books, and perhaps university archives. 

University archives are often found as a 
wing of university libraries in the U.S.; 
they house two types of archival 
materials: 

1) Collecting archives for research

2) Institutional archives of the university 
records
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Some university archives in 

Japan

Kyoto University Archives 京都大学文書館 (2000)

institutional archives

Hiroshima University Archives 広島大学文書館 (2004)

institutional and collecting (Morito Tatsuo papers, etc.)

Gakushuin University Museum of History 学習院大学史料館
(1975) primarily collecting archives

Tohoku University Archives 東北大学史料館 (1963 東北大学
記念資料室) primarily institutional archives  

2006- 学術資源研究公開センター（博物館、史料館、植物園）
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Collecting archives in universities 

may be housed in academic 

departments or faculties:

University of Tokyo Faculty of Economics 
Shiryoshitsu and Bunshoshitsu 東京大学経済学
部資料室、および文書室 collecting archives 

The Archival Museum, attached to the Faculty of 
Economics, Shiga University 滋賀大学経済学部
附属史料館 collecting archives



9

University archives in Japan

Nihon no daigaku akaivuzu
Zenkoku Daigakushi Shiryo Kyogikai, ed. 

Kyoto: Kyoto Daigaku Gakujutsu Shuppankai, 

2005.

Part 2: Introduction to individual university 

archives (pp.117-353)

includes 31 archives 

- history, organization, facilities, activities

- profile of materials in the archives not always given 

Part 3: A list of university archives in Japan as of 2003 ( pp.357-418)

includes 84 archives

- mainly institutional archives but some collecting archives
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Japanese words for “archives”

Katakana for 
archives

アーカイブ

アーカイブス

アーカイブズ

アーカイヴ

アーカイヴス

アーカイヴズ

Depends on the organization, 

文書館 (“archives”) may be:

bunshokan
Chiba Pref., Niigata Pref., Fukui Pref., 

Kagawa Pref., Kobe City, Kita Kyushu 

City, Matsumoto City, etc.

monjokan
Hokkaido, Tochigi-ken, Gunma-ken, 

Saitama-ken, Wakayama-ken, Tottori-

ken, Hiroshima-ken, Yamaguchi-ken, 

Fujisawa City, etc.
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Archival section in 

universities -- less visible

Often hard to find the archives section 

Webpage from the university top page

What position is given to archives?

Organizational status of the archives within 

the university reflected in its name
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Variety in names for 
university archives 

Name reflects organizational status: 

- Waseda University Archives 早稲田大学大学史資料センター

- Section of the Compilation of University History, Center for 
Admissions and Public Relations, Chuo University           
中央大学入試広報センター事務部大学史編纂課

- Daigakushi Shiryoshitsu, Library, International Christian 
University 国際基督教大学図書館大学史資料室

- Office of University Historical Publications, Kansai 
University 関西大学出版部出版課
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Invisible archival collections
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Tools for searching archives for 

research materials/documents 

• guides?

• directories of archives/repositories?

• information on holdings?

• online catalogs (finding aids)?

Level 1: directory of repositories

Level 2: guide to subjects of archival collections

Level 3: finding aids (for item/folder level)   
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Level 2: Guide to subjects of 

archival collections



http://base1/nijl.ac.jp/~isad











































44

Level 3: Finding aids 

(for item/folder level)
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Level 1: 

Directories of repositories
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Archival organizations in Japan

• The Japan Society of Archives Institutions

全国歴史資料保存利用機関連絡協議会 （全史料協）

• The Japanese Association of College and 

University Archives  全国大学史資料協議会

• Business Archives Association 企業史料協議会
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Special Collections

• NDL’s listing of special collections

manuscripts and archival collections 

housed in university, prefectural, and other 

major libraries
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Archives and Libraries

A quick comparison
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Archives and Libraries 
physical characteristics

Archives Libraries

Vulnerable materials Book format
special attention                “library bindings”    

required for                   

preservation &

public access   

Often only one original     Many copies
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Archives and Libraries 
technology developed

Archives Libraries
ISAD(G) AACRII

not so common                 commonly used 

Finding Aid                           Catalog

?                                     Union Catalog

?          ILL network

?                                     Reference tools

?                                     Indexing

….

DIGITAL WORLD ??
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Archives and Libraries 
intellectual characteristics

Archives Libraries

primary source 
materials publication

Research
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Archives and Libraries
metamorphoses of books

Old books & rare publications 

become 

research materials & primary sources

(archival materials with research value)


