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Pinyin Conversion Activities

OCLC greatly appreciates the assistance of members of the OCLC CJK Users Group in the second phase of the Post-Pinyin Conversion Cleanup Project.  Your continued willingness to provide assistance in dealing with conversion situations that require looking at the item being described is very gratifying.  Now that the project is over, we encourage you to continue to upgrade records as you may encounter them and report to OCLC those your authorization level may not allow you to fix.

WorldCat Maintenance Activities

During fiscal year 2003/2004, the OCLC Quality Control Section processed more than 65,000 requests to change bibliographic records.  QC staff have manually merged nearly 18,000 sets of duplicate records and have made changes and/or corrections to 9,279,333 bibliographic records in the WorldCat database, manually, or, via macros.  This represents a 25% increase over the previous fiscal year.  In addition, during the fiscal year 2003/2004, OCLC updated headings in 9.3 million bibliographic records using a customized version of the OCLC MARS authority processing software.

In the first six months of this fiscal year, the same staff have made more than 7.8 million changes and/or corrections to bibliographic records (an 85% increase over the same period in the previous year) and merged 12,000 sets of duplicate records (a 50% increase).

Additional Sources of Records for WorldCat

OCLC has begun to add records to WorldCat from Actrace, a Chinese language material vendor.  Actrace is a U.S. based representative of Shanghai Union Documentation & Information Corporation, Ltd. (SUDICL), a leading library service provider and cataloging center in China.  Actrace is also a PromptCat vendor.  For more information, see http://www.oclc.org/news/announcements/announcement130.htm and http://www.actrace.com/.   

In addition, in March 2005, OCLC began to add records from BookLinx, also a Chinese language material vendor.  BookLinx, located in Illinois, works mainly with public libraries.  For more information see http://www.oclc.org/news/announcements/announcement151.htm and http://www.booklinx.com.  

If you know of a material vendor who produces MARC records, and you believe that those records would be a useful addition, please send your suggestions to VendorRecords@oclc.org.

OCLC FRBR Activities

Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records (FRBR) is a 1998 recommendation of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) to restructure catalog databases to reflect the conceptual structure of information resources.  This landmark study in the history of cataloging grew out of the realization that, as current cataloging rules and practices are being increasingly “stretched” by new kinds of materials — especially, electronic resources, there was no model that clearly defined why catalogers do what they do and how the bibliographic information that is recorded as part of the cataloging process is actually used by users of online catalogs.

The OCLC Office of Research web site (http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/frbr/default.htm) contains a wealth of information about FRBR-related activities including several prototype services that are based on the FRBR algorithm developed by OCLC staff, Thom Hickey and Jenny Toves.  These prototype services include xISBN and FictionFinder.

OCLC users will first see the benefits that FRBR can bring as part of a project designed to improve users experiences with FirstSearch WorldCat.  This project is using some of the FRBR concepts to streamline search results lists.  This new presentation is designed to:

· streamline results by eliminating or reducing what are often perceived to be duplicates in the results lists, while emphasizing versions in different languages; 

· improve resource sharing by presenting merged lists of holding libraries from records for similar items; and, 

· still allow users to navigate to specific editions or versions of an item.

Users will continue to be able to use all indexes currently available, and the results will continue to match the search.  The "More Like This" functionality will be expanded to include additional editions and versions of a work.

All of these OCLC efforts make use of data that is already in recorded in MARC records, especially controlled forms of names and uniform titles, rather than imposing additional burdens of catalogers to add additional information.  A common theme in much of the research into how to incorporate FRBR concepts into cataloging rules and practices points to how essential uniform titles are.  Coded data in MARC records is also an increasingly essential part of differentiating various physical formats, which, in turn, is a part of sorting out FRBR expressions and manifestations.  You can help by taking, when you’re creating a new record, a bit of extra time to be sure that Fixed Field, 006 and 007 coding is correct.   
