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Presentation to the OCLC CJK Users Group

Saturday, March 24, 2007, Boston, Massachusetts

REPORT ON VENDOR CATALOGING OF CJK MATERIAL AT LC

1/ In the past several years, the Library of Congress has begun to more actively seek bibliographic data from vendors

LC receives initial bibliographic data from most vendors in Europe and the former Soviet Union

The Library is working under a continuing resolution for FY07 – meaning that we receive exactly the same budget as last year, not including mandatories (= slight decrease)

The fiscal year begin on October 1, but LC only received its budget at the end of January

The Library anticipates very lean budgets for the foreseeable future

A/ Many LC staff members are eligible for retirement now, or soon will be

B/ For the past two years, staff leaving the Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access Directorate have rarely been replaced

C/ Acquisitions in general are not decreasing

D/ We understand that this too is likely to be our lot for the foreseeable future

2/ That said, please note that provision of bibliographic data by vendors has not resulted in loss of work for any LC staff member, nor are any plans afoot for this to happen;

on the contrary, bibliographic data supplied by vendors helps free up LC staff to keep current with their acquisitions and cataloging duties;

even with receipt of vendor records, LC staff have more than enough work to keep them busy

3/ In the area of East Asian material, the Library has begun receiving vendor records from China and the Republic of Korea, and has engaged in a pilot project in which it received fuller bibliographic services from Japan

Kinokuniya Cataloging Pilot, 2006

A brief summary of the Kinokuniya Selection and Cataloging Pilot of 2006

1/ In May 2006, LC and Kinokuniya agreed to undertake a pilot program

whereby Kinokuniya would supply the Library with 250 titles according to the Library’s selection guidelines, 

along with original core level cataloging records for those titles. 

The primary impetus for the experiment was the concern that a considerable majority of current staff who process Japanese material were eligible to retire, and it has become increasingly unlikely that those positions would be filled again once they were vacated  

The Library was worried that it could suddenly find itself without sufficient staff to process incoming Japanese material

2/ Kinokuniya selected material of research value, 100 titles in the humanities, 100 in social sciences (excluding law), and 50 in science and technology, following the highly detailed General Approval Plan Selection Guidelines;

3/ Standard LC cataloging documentation was to be followed;

Full call numbers were to be provided, including complete Cutter numbers; 

Although Kinokuniya did not perform authority work, it provided access points governed by existing name, series and subject authority records;

LCCN labels were affixed to title page versos and item barcodes to book covers;

4/ Kinokuniya created bib records in OCLC;

After material was received by LC and the records migrated to RLIN, LC staff performed copy cataloging on the records, created and updated authority records as necessary, and performed end-stage processing in LC’s ILS

-- so the end product really wasn’t ‘shelf-ready’

5/ LC staff wished to thoroughly ascertain the quality of  Kinokuniya’s cataloging, and provide the firm with as complete a report on their cataloging as possible;

Therefore, every record was scrutinized carefully, and highly detailed feedback was sent to Kinokuniya;

6/ LC felt that the pilot was quite successful, and that Kinokuniya made a good beginning in both selection and cataloging

China National Publishing Industry Trading Company (CNPITC)

In May 2006 the China National Publishing Industry Trading Company (CNPITC) agreed to send initial bibliographic control (IBC) records with the Chinese monographs it purchases for the Library

an IBC record includes nonroman and parallel roman data in the following fields: 1xx, 245, 250, 260, 300 and 490

CNPITC often provides data in other fields as well

CNPITC enters the records into RLIN, the database in which LC catalogs JACKPHY monographs

LC began receiving test records in June 2006

and books with accompanying IBC records in August 2006

So far this year, LC has received 551 books with IBC records from CNPITC, and has undoubtedly received more material that has not yet been processed

The quality of the records is excellent

We hope that the receipt of IBC cataloging for several thousand Chinese titles will make it possible for staff to keep current in processing incoming Chinese material

Eulyoo Publishing Company

LC entered into an agreement with the Eulyoo Publishing Company in October 2006 for IBC cataloging to accompany the Korean books that firm sends to the Library

Because Eulyoo is new to the creation of MARC records, Ms. Lee You-kyoung came to the Library for two weeks of training in November 2006

LC began receiving IBC records from Eulyoo this month

NOTE: 

LC staff use the Microsoft 2000 IME to create Korean scripts on RLIN

Experienced staff can use the IME to type hangul as quickly as you or I could type English

But creation of Chinese characters with that IME is very slow and time-consuming

For that reason alone, receipt of Korean IBC records from Eulyoo is especially helpful to LC

-- Philip Melzer  3/24/07

